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What's in the box?

The DSI comes with (clockwise from top left):
- DSI camera body

- RJ to DB9 adapter

- eyepiece parfocalizing ring

- Autostar Suite CDROM

- Quickstart instructions

- 4 wire RJ cable

- 6 wire RJ cable

- USB cable

Everything you need to use the DSI is supplied in the
box, including a built-in IR filter. The camera body is a
nicely machined block of metal with a standard 1.25”
nosepiece, threaded for 1.25” filters.

The nosepiece unscrews to reveal the unusual IR
filter sitting below the nosepiece. Unlike a regular
1.25" or 2” filter, it's a flat disk of glass with a
rectangular IR block area that fits over the CCD
sensor. The quickstart instructions warn to remove
the nosepiece carefully, as the filter is loose. If you
plan on taking the filter in and out a lot, you might
want to invest in a regular 1.25” screw-in filter for the
front of the nosepiece.

The specifications say that the sensor is a “High
Sensitivity Sony Super HAD Color CCD”, and
specifies the pixels as 9.6x7.5 microns, in an array of
510 x 492 pixels. The use of the HAD CCD is good

news as they are known to have good sensitivity with low dark current (thermal noise). The pixel size
is larger than the ones in the ubiquitous Philips TouCam Pro, so it’s not the same sensor, although

from the same family of sensors.

Exposure time capability is listed as being from 1/10,000s to 1 hour.

One of the benefits of the Meade ground-up design, rather than modifying an existing webcam, is that
long-exposure control does not necessitate a separate parallel cable — everything is controlled

through one convenient USB cable.
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nicely machined block of metal with a standard 1.25”
nosepiece, threaded for 1.25” filters.

The nosepiece unscrews to reveal the unusual IR
filter sitting below the nosepiece. Unlike a regular
1.25" or 2” filter, it's a flat disk of glass with a
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want to invest in a regular 1.25” screw-in filter for the
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510 x 492 pixels. The use of the HAD CCD is good
news as they are known to have good sensitivity with low dark current (thermal noise). The pixel size
is larger than the ones in the ubiquitous Philips TouCam Pro, so it’s not the same sensor, although
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Exposure time capability is listed as being from 1/10,000s to 1 hour.
One of the benefits of the Meade ground-up design, rather than modifying an existing webcam, is that

long-exposure control does not necessitate a separate parallel cable — everything is controlled
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